Unless we remember, we cannot understand..

On April 30, 2002 the Senate passed Senate Resolution 109, as amended.
The resolution designates the 2nd Sunday in every December as

National Children’s Memorial Day... Therefore:

In honor of the children who died before their time...
You are cordially invited to join us in sacred remembrance~

National Children’s Memorial Day
Candlelighting Ceremony
Sunday, December 14th, 2003
Commencing 6:30 p.m.

Being Held at: St. Francis Xavier Chapel
4715 North Central Road
Phoenix, Arizona

For mothers, fathers, sisters, brothers, grandparents, aunts
and uncles, friends, and the professionals who serve families
...Together, we remember them.

Candles will be provided.

Please RSP to joanne@missfoundation.oryg

Sponsored by:

http://www.missfoundation.org
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Announcements!
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Joshua Ronald Robeson
Son of the Robeson
Family, and brother of
Rachelle & Ronnie

MISS Foundation's Children's
Memorial
bk Walk/Run

Date: Saturday January 31,2004

Location: Margaret T. Hance Park
in downtown Phoenix

Time: Registration starts
at 8:00 a.m.

Kids fun run starts at 9 am with
educational station designed to
educate children on water safety.

10 a.m. 5k begins

$25 to Pre-Register or $30 on
the day of the race.

We will have raffles with lots of
great prizes. CPR demonstrations
and much morel

For more information please
contact Asenaat 602-367-4626
asena@missfoundation.org
Pledge forms are enclosed

Proceeds to benefit:
MISS Foundation
and
Water Watcher's




Letters From The MISS Mailbox...

Dear MISS,

My baby was stillborn on April 4, 2002.
I'have not liked the word stillborn

ever since. It seems when you
say stillborn people and even
worse the government

seems to think you haven’t
really lost a child. My

Cayson was 37 1/2 weeks,
weighed 7 lbs and was 20
inches long. I felt him kick and
loved him for nine months and I have
suffered as great of a loss as if [ would
have lost one of my other two children.
I think your website is great!! I have
been doing lots of research and am
shocked about how many babies die
every year from this. [ have already
started a letter to my senator about
government not providing any funding to
do research for stillborns and have sent
letters to all my friends asking them to
do the same. I will now add the
information that I found on your website
to my letter. [ was heartbroken when
told at the hospital that I would not get a
birth certificate. My son was a real
human being. When I got the email
about the M.I.S.S.ing Angels Bill I was
so excited that someone was doing
something about this. Would you please
let me know how to get things going in
my state for this bill. I live in Oklahoma.

Thanks,
Tina

Dear MISS,
The golf tournament was

Dear MISS,
As Trevor’s birthday approaches, |
wanted to take a minute to
thank you and let you
v know that MISS has
meant more to me over
the past year than you’ll
ever know. It has truly
4 been my life and I have
T met some very dear
friends because of it... In
memory of his birthday, I am sending
this donation. I wish it could be more
as MISS should have limitless funds
like it has limitless spirit.

Love,
Gail Duckworth
Trevor’s Loving Mom

Dear MISS,
I will never be able to thank you
enough for the complete devotion to
my family and particularly, my sister,
Yvette and Ed, on the day we lost
precious Gabriella and joined her in
spirit. I’'m forever grateful to Tom for
sharing the knowledge that you, and
the wonderful people who work
through the MISS Foundation,
exist to help so many families
struggling through the e i)
staggering grief and sadness.
Ilearned and continue to
learn so much from you.
From my heart and soul
thank you. The pain is ever
prevalant but I know there are brighter
days ahead. May you continue to
bless and be blessed for all the

fun, and McKayla’s that .

butterfly was beautiful. It ¥ f good thatyoudo

was a great idea, and [ With Love,

truly appreciate all of you Annette Alvarez

and everyone on the MISS

Foundation committee(s) Dear MISS,

as a whole. Olivia’s certificate of stillbirth arrived
) in the mail yesterday. Each time I look

Sincerely, at it one of those waves of sadness

Kristine Kemper comes but I am so thankful to have it.

il

Itrightfully

acknowledges

Olivia’s life.

[ took a picture of it last night and
wanted to share it with you. The
words are somewhat difficult to read

in the pictures so I’ve added them to
this mail:

The State Registrar of the State of
lowa is proud to acknowledge

Olivia Nicole Mikota

delivered on June 21, 2000 in the
county of Linn and cherished by
her mother Laura Dawn Duinink
Mikota and father Randal John
Mikota

This event has been recorded with
the lowa Department of Public
Health, Office of Vital Records on
September 29, 2000, under state

file number.....

The State Registrar of Vital

Records hereby certifies that the

above facts are recorded with
the State of lowa.

Thank you again for
helping me with this.
As you know, it means
more than what words

can explain.

=4

Sincerely,
Laura

Dear MISS,

It has been wonderful to see MISS
grow over these last 6 years. Please
use this donation to help others in
need... Keep up the great and very
important work.

Sincerely,
Shannon Scott




Parental Bereavement In Axrt

Canadian Writer and Artist, Heather
Spears travels widely and has drawn
on neonatal, maternity and paediatric
wards in Europe and America for over
15 years, always with permission from
the parents. Some drawings are used,
also with permission, in exhibitions and
books. Sometimes she is asked to draw
stillborn babies, or other children who
have died. Heather extends her offer
to all bereaved parents, to draw their
child from a photograph. Her website
is: http://www.heatherspears.com/
index.htm

Often a photo is too harsh, with many unnecessary

forwarding, please allow up to 3-4 weeks.
See contact information on Home page.

I am writing to share my positive
experience of Heather Spears with other
members in our association. Our
Marianne died in September 1989, only
6 weeks old. As first-time parents we
thought we had endless time to spend
with our little darling, but it was not to
be. We were left with a few “half-decent”
enlargements, which I felt were really not
my Marianne. I hadn’t managed to
capture with the camera that essence
which was really her. The article in the
member s magazine (Oss Foreldre Imellem

elements. A drawing while just as precise is softer and

concentrates on the individuality
of the child.

A pencil drawing on art paper 24 x
32cm. (191/2"x 12 1/2") packaged
and sent to you registered mail with
photo returned, costs $75 CAN, $60
US. A bill will be included. Please
write anything you remember which
is different or clearer than in the

photo, and the child’s name and birth
date, etc., if you would like these
included. Because of distance and

.

nr. 3, 1997) became the turning-point for me. Her “line”

is so gentle and mild. She captured
my little girl from a perspective
we actually had not seen.
And it is so beautiful... Now
we have the portrait of
Marianne here on the wall.
1t feels right. Finally our
little girl has received an
artistic impression which
makes it possible that the
older generation too can see
her in a natural way.

Jorun Eggen, Norway

Broward County, FL.,
Starts Autopsy Program
To Study High Mortality
Rate Among Black Infants

The Orlando Sentinel on Monday
profiled pediatric pathologist Dr. Carmen
Steigman and her Broward County, Fla.,
program, which is aimed at determining
why the mortality rate among the
county’s black infants is twice as high
as the mortality rate among white
infants. In 2002, the mortality rate
among black infants in Broward County
was 8.9 deaths per 1,000 births,
compared with 4.2 deaths per 1,000
births for white infants in the county,

according to the Florida Department of
Health Office of Vital Statistics. In 2001
— when the mortality rate among black
infants in the county was 9.5 deaths per
1,000 live births, compared with 4.1
deaths per 1,000 live births for white
infants — the mortality rate was even
higher among infants in two central
Broward County zip codes. In addition,
stillbirths are more common in the
county’s black community, with 15
stillbirths per 1,000 live births among
blacks, compared with 6.4 stillbirths per
1,000 live births among whites in the
county. As part of the program, which
health officials and community
advocates have been trying to start for
the past 10 years, Steigman will
conduct autopsies on stillborn
infants and infants who die before their

first birthday if the cause of death is
unknown and the parents want to know
the cause of death. The autopsies will
be conducted at no charge to the
parents, and autopsy results will be
collected in a registry, which could be
the first of its kind of the nation.
Currently, the county medical

examiner’s office performs autopsies on
infants only when there is suspected
abuse or when the cause of death is
unknown or is thought to be sudden
infant death syndrome, or SIDS.
“Currently we’re only doing autopsies
on 10% of the losses, which makes you
wonder about the other 90%,” Steigman
said, adding that she hopes the new
program “will look through the dark
portal of death as a window to illuminate
the fragile mysteries of early life.”

w MISSing Angels Newsletter
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Kindness
~Naomi Shihab Nye
from Selected Poems

Kindness

Before you know what kindness really is, you must lose
things, feel the future dissolve in a moment like salt in a
weakened broth. What you held in your hand, what you
counted and carefully saved, all this must go so you know
how desolate the landscape can be between the regions of
kindness. How you ride and ride thinking the bus will never
stop, the passengers eating maize and chicken will stare out
the window forever.

Before you learn the tender gravity of kindness, you must
travel where the Indian in a white poncho lies dead by the
side of the road. You must see how this could be you, how he
too was someone who journeyed through the night with plans
and the simple breath that kept him alive.

Before you know kindness as the deepest thing inside, you
must know sorrow as the other deepest thing. You must
wake up with sorrow. You must speak to it till your voice
catches the thread of all sorrows and you see the size of the
cloth.

Then it is only kindness that makes sense anymore. Only
kindness that ties your shoes and sends you out into the day
to gaze at bread, only kindness that raises its head from the
crowd of the world to say it is I you have been looking for,
and then goes with you everywhere like a shadow or a
friend.

Submitted by Brenda in memory of Lucy Ann

Can you help?

If your employer offers a
United Way designee
program, please write in the
MISS Foundation and ask your colleagues to
choose the MISS Foundation also! Every dollar
helps our organization reach out and help
families during the most horrible crises they will
ever face!

of Amarica

Just put: | choose the MISS Foundation as my
designee organization! You’ll be helping so
many other families!

Are you looking
for a realtor?

A.J. Sadeghi will donate
$1000 to the MISS

Foundation for every
home sale or purchase
by MISS Foundation members. You can contact
him at 480.650.2836 or email him at
heismyrealtor@cox.net

Please help support the MISS Foundation!

Cur sweet boy Slate Owen McAdams

Slate Owen poased awoy Movember 1, 2002 and wos
held im oo aems on Mowember 2 2002
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MISS Foundation Chapters & Global Peer Contacts

California, Arcadia

3rd Thursday of each month, 7:00 p.m.
Church of the Good Shepherd, Lounge
400 W. Duarte Rd. (Holly & Duarte)
626-963-9120 Kristin Jared
kristin@missfoundation.org

California, Huntington Beach

1st Thursday of each month, 6:30p.m.
8161 Taylor Drive, Huntington Beach
Facilitator, Katie Hodge 714-585-3614
Katie@missfoundation.org

California, Merced

1st Tuesday of every month, 7:00p.m.

St. Luke's Episcopal Church, 350 W.
Yosemite Ave. Facilitator: Kim Lotz 209-725-
924, Kim@missfoundation.org

California, Ocean Side

For information on this group contact
Alisa Detwiler at 760-806-9812
alisa@missfoundation.org

California, San Diego
For information on this group contact Keny
Marie Leepier at keny@missfoundation.org

California, West Hills

Contact Heather Lipari for location and
details at 818-999-5888

Heather Lipari@missfoundation.org

Connecticut Group Coming soon!
Heather@missfoundation.org

Colorado, Denver

1st Tuesday of each month, 6:30p.m.
Stonegate Community Center, Parker
Leslie Clemenson 303-841-4152
Leslie@missfoundation.org

Florida, Trenton

2nd Tuesday of each month at the Trenton
Public Library, on U.S. 129. 7:00 p.m.

Valerie 352-463-3986
vigsml@missfoundation.org

Florida, Palm Beach

2nd Thursday of the month, St. Lukes
Methodist Church in Worth (exit 93 off
Florida Turnpik) 7:00 p.m. Rusti 561-642-
6464 or email rusti@missfoundation.org

Georgia, Douglas

3rd Monday of each month, Coffee Regional
Medical Center, 7:00 p.m., Contact Ricky
Wildes at 912-384-1900

Idaho, Boise
1st Monday of month, 6:30p.m. New Heights

Christian Church, 9950 W. Ustick Road.
Contact: Nancy & Peter Grayson
208-861-2407 Nancy@missfoundation.org

Illinois, Roselle

1st Monday of each month. St. Walter
Parish House Basement, 130 W. Pine
Street, Roselle, IL. Contact Mary at 630-
582-0874. Mary@missfoundation.org

Illinois, Sandwich
Email Angie Farley for more information
at: Angie_Farley@missfoundation.org

Hlinois, Wheaton

3rd Monday of each month, Central
DuPage Hospital, Danada Convenient
Care Center, 7 Blanchard Circle, Wheaton,
IL. Contact Mary at 630-852-0874 or
Mary@missfoundation.org

Indiana

3rd Wed. of each month, 7:00p.m.

IU Campus, Ruth Lily Medical Research
Library, 4th Floor Atrium. Contact Crissy
Tohm & Katie Irby
crissy@missfoundation.org or
katie_irby@missfoundation.org

Kansas, Wichita *NEW*

3rd Thursday of each month at 7 p.m.
Bethany United Methodist Church

1601 S. Main Street , Wichita, KS.

Contact Alan & Karen Wondra at 316-721-
8284 or wondra@missfoundation.org

Our first meeting will be Nov. 20th.

Kentucky

st Thursday of each month, 6:30p.m.
Heartland Worship Center

4777 Alben Barkley Drive, Pacucah
Kelly Nicholls 270-395-7668
Knicholls@missfoundation.org

Maryland, Westminster

1st Monday of month, 7:00p.m.

Church of the Bretheren in Westminster
Lisa443-677-5904 or 410-833-2592
Lisa@missfoundation.org

Massachusetts, West Medford *“NEW*
st Thursday of the month

6:30 p.m. - 8:00 p.m. (if meeting falls on a
holiday or there is inclement weather,
please call for alternative meeting date.)
The first meeting will be December 4th!
Congregational Church of West Medford,
400 High Street, West Medford, MA (Use
entrance on Allston Street, next to the

office.) Facilitator - Lynne Barberian 781-
488-3546 lynne(@missfoundation.org

Minnesota, Alexandria

2nd Tuesday of each month 6:30-8:30 p.m.
First Congregational UCC Church

221 7th Ave., West in Alexandria

Heidi Ciepielinski 320-859-5660

New Jersey, Somers Point

2nd Wednesday of the month 7:30p.m.
Grace Lutheran Church, Dawes Ave. and
Shore Rd. in Somers Point NJ. (rear
entrance) Kathy Evans 609-601-0563 or
kathy@missfoundation.org

New York, Yonkers

Call or email for times/dates

The Plymouth House, 1730 Central Park
Ave., Jennine Jo Shull 914-423-5204 or
Jennie@missfoundation.org

Ohio, Liverpool

1st Thursday of the month, 7:00 p.m.,
16195 State Rt. 170, East Liverpool, OH.
Contact Kym Smith 330-385-8774 or
Kym@missfoundation.org

Tennessee, Memphis *NEW*

2nd Tuesday of the month, 6:30 p.m., Ist
meeting November 11th, 2003 at Highland
Street Church of Christ, Room 128, 443 S.
Highland Street, Memphis, TN. Contact
Rex & Laura Butts 901-523-7549 or
Laura@missfoundation.org or
Rex@missfoundation.org

Virginia, Washington DC & Maryland
1st Wednesday of the month 7:30p.m.
Fairfax County Government Center
12000 Government Center Parkway
Fairfax, Virginia. Contact Tara Pitts at
tara@missfoundation.org or Dionna
Williams 703-748-9678 or
dionne(@missfoundation.org

Washington, West Seattle “NEW*
Delridge Library Meeting Room

5423 Delridge Way, S.W.

From 1:00pm on these days in 2003

Nov. 15, & Dec. 20. Contact Kara Jones at
206-251-6706 or ladyh@kotapress.com

Washington, Vashon Island

3rd Monday of each month, 7:30 p.m.,
Library meeting room or Member
Household, call Kara Jones for more info
at 206-251-6706 or ladyh@kotapress.com

@ MISSing Angels Newsletter
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Arizona MISS Foundation Chapters

Phoenix Monthly Meetings

3rd Thursday of each month,
Community Church of Joy

21000 N. 75th Avenue

Portable 6 behind the chapel
6:30 p.m. 623-979-1000 (24 hours)

Peoria - MISS - Inner Peace Support
Group - Interfaith based

2nd Thursday of the month, at Peace
Lutheran Church, in the church library
18265 N. 89th Ave., Peoria, AZ
6:30p.m. Contact: Deborah Brooks

deborah@missfoundation.org
(623)487-4275

Tempe - East Valley Support Group

1st Thursday of the month, DaySpring
United Methodist Church, 1365 E. Elliot
Rd, Room #201, Tempe, AA

6:30 p.m. Contact: Lee Ann Morlan

lecann(@missfoundation.org
480-963-9844

Child Drowning Support Group

1st Thursday of each month, 7:00 p.m.
St. Francis Xavier Church

Parish Office Building, 4715 N. Central
Ave., Phoenix, AZ, Contact: Asena 602-

367-4626 asena@missfoundation.org

Phoenix - Subsequent Pregnancy
Support Group

2nd Thursday of each month, 7:00 p.m.
Church of the Beatitudes - meets in
nursery, 555 W Glendale Ave.

(SE Corner 7th Av/Glendale)

Phoenix, AZ, Contact: Anna Kennedy
602-439-9025 Babies are welcome!

Tempe - East Valley

Subsequent Pregnancy Support Group
First Saturday of each month, 2:00 p.m.
DaySpring United Methodist Church
1365 E. Elliot Rd, , Room #201

(on Elliot, between McClintock and
Rural), Tempe, AZ. Contact: Patrice
Hedman, 480-857-9792.

Babies are welcome!

Phoenix - KISS—Kids In Sympathy &
Support For Kids in Grief - Northwest
Valley. Please email us for time/dates
Community Church of Joy, 21000 N. 75th
Avenue, Peoria, AZ. Portable 6 behind
the chapel. Contact: Robin and Ed
Kennedy at 602-547-1244 or email

123believe@msn.com

Arizona Peer Contacts:

If you need one-on-one support and
friendship contact one of your
Peer Contacts.

623-537-0139
480-963-9844
623-487-4275
623-362-8838
602-547-1244
520-795-4712
928-778-2528
928-757-2348
623-979-1000

Angela Iverson

Lee Ann Morlan

Debra Brooks

Linda Schmidt

Ed & Robin Kennedy (Kids)
Anne Rumps (Tucson)
Heidi & Doug Cass

Mindy Runyan (Kingman)
Joanne Cacciatore

Subsequent Pregnancy
& Family Planning:
Anna Kennedy 602-439-9025
Patrice Hedman 480-857-9792
Gennie Contreras 602-999-0226

Drowning/Accidents:
Asena Nicolosi 602-367-4626

National Peer Contacts:

Connecticut
Heather Farrier 203-895-2138

Maryland
Lisa D'Argenio 410-833-2592

Indiana
Crissy Tohm 317-826-7913
Katie Irby 317-878-4937

California
Kim Lotz 209-725-9241
Marsela Angel 209-723-1010 (spanish)

Kristen Jared 626-963-9120

Keny Leepier 619-801-1726
Katie Hodge 714-585-3614 or

714-442-3669 (Experience with

Accidental Toddler Death)

Minnesota
Heidi Ciepielinski 320-859-5660
Trina Charles 320-763-6317

Missouri
Gregg Carder 816-690-6273

Spanish-Speaking Support Group

2nd Thursday of each month, Immaculate
Heart of Mary Church, west entrance of
church hall. 909 E Washington, Phoenix, AZ
Contact: Alicia LICHITA3 1 @aol.com

Phoenix - Central Valley Support Group
Ist Thursday of each month,

Saint Francis Xavier Church

4715N. Central, 7:00 - 9:00 p.m.

Will meet in the Parish office which is two
story building next to main church.
Facilitators: Angela Iverson and Asena
Nicolosi angela@missfoundation.org or
623-537-0139 for more information.

Prescott

1st Thursday of each month, 5:30 p.m.
Prescott Public Library, 3rd Floor Meeting
Room, 215 E. Goodwin St. (At the
intersection of Goodwin & Marina Streets)
Contact: Heidi and Douglas Cass

cass(@missfoundation.org (928) 778-2528

International Contacts:

Mexico City
FUNDACION ESPERANZA’s Support

Group, 2nd Tuesday of each month,
9:30a.m. Contact Carla at
(5255)5579 1327 for location

carlah@missfoundation.org

Ireland
Sinead Williamson

email sinead@missfoundation.org

London England
2nd Sunday of each month, 1:30 p.m.

Room 4, Northfields Community Centre
71A Northcroft Road, London W13
Phone: 07932 812931
Contact: Cathie Shipton 07932 812931

cathie@missfoundation.org

more to come...
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year to help raise money for a wonderful
foundation that has been such a blessing to
our family," said Skyler's Mom, Linda
Schmidt. "We hope to continue this new
tradition and are looking forward to raising
even more money next year."

A special thank you goes out to the
companies for their donations. Without your
help, this day would not have been possible:
Brunswick Mission Bell
Arizona Diamondbacks
Phoenix Coyotes
Owest Dex
Audio Video Resources
Schmidt Family Chiropractic
Arizona's Choice Chiropractic
AZ Highland Cruisers
Synergy Promotions
McCreary's Tees
Wyndham Buttes
Cucina Tagliani
Tiffany's Nail Salon
Desert Mountain Media
Tobacco Outlet & Gifts
Colormark Imaging
Steven's Custom Screen Printing
And to all our volunteers...thank you for
taking time out of your day to help make
this event special.

M.L.}.}. ﬁun&d@m

P.O.Box 5333

O Peoria, Arizona 85385
p Phone: 623-979-1000
é} Fax: 623-979-1001
Email: info@missfoundation.org

¥ Because allthe Children Matter®




