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FEDERAL RESEARCH ON STILLBIRTH UNDERWAY

Phoenix, Ariz. --- On September 8, 2001, following the MISS Foundation’s testimony before the National
Academy of Sciences on child death in America, Congressional leaders issued a request to the National Institute
of Child Health and Human Development (NICHD) to undertake an initiative to study the causes of stillbirth.
On December 18, 2001 the House/Senate Joint Appropriations Committee released its report (Congressional
Record pages H10265-66). In that report they singled out stillbirth for special attention, by inserting into the FY
2002 Appropriation Bill for NICHD the following language:

“The conferees are pleased to hear that over the past year NICHD has begun to plan a major initiative on
stillbirth, In March, 2001, the Institute convened scientific and medical experts from around the country to
explore the available information about the incidence of stillbirth, its varying causes, and the opportunities
for research. The conferees urge NICHD to build upon this knowledge by planning for a prospective
investigation of the scope and causes of stillbirth nationally and internationally. The conferees also
encourage NICHD to work with professional organizations on this issue to assess current knowledge and
develop research opportunities in the management of stillbirth.”

In 2001, Arizona volunteer lobbyists saw HB2416, the MISSing Angels Bill, through the House and
Senate. Arizona is now the first state in the United States to issue a Certificate of Birth Resulting in Stillbirth.
Previously, infants who died just prior to birth were only issued a death certificate. This monumental change
has been the impetus for the changing face of stillbirth in America. MISS is a nonprofit, volunteer based
organization committed to providing emergency support to families in crisis after the death of their infant or

young child from any cause. We are here to help families cope with the resultant feelings of overwhelming grief

and loss. For more information contact www.missfoundation.org.
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